WESTBROOK CITY COUNCIL
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA (MEETING 2 OF 2)
MONDAY JULY 1, 2019 AT 8:00PM
WESTBROOK HIGH SCHOOL ROOM 114
Westbrook City Council’s Committee of the Whole, chaired by Councilor Brendan Rielly, will meet on
Monday July 1, 2019 immediately following a Special City Council Meeting (est. 8:00pm). The agenda
item(s) are as follows:
1. Wild Duck Feeding Ban and Education Plan
Presented by Lynn Leavitt, Sustainability Coordinator
2. Recycling Contamination
Presented by Lynn Leavitt, Sustainability Coordinator
3. Soliciting Feedback on Proposed Use Change for Gas Station in City Center District
Presented by Jennie Franceschi, Director of Planning & Code Enforcement

Help Us Protect Our Ducks, Don’t Feed Them!
Feeding ducks – even fruits and seeds – sickens and endangers birds & pollutes our water
How?
Poor nutrition from human food
leads to:
Metabolic Bone Disease (soft
bones & joints)
 Angel Wing (malformed
wings)
 Malnutrition
 Birds become dependent
on handouts, unable to
defend themselves and
unable fly or migrate to
survive the winter


How?
Excess food creates:







Overcrowding & stress
Injured and sick birds
Use of unsafe nesting areas
Increased presence of
scavengers like raccoons
and rats and increased
predation
Higher chance of disease and
decreased immune systems

How?
Reduced fear of humans &
predators leads to ducks being:






Killed by cats, dogs, foxes,
raccoons, etc.
Hit by vehicles
Tangled in litter
Harmed by humans
A danger to humans when
nesting and protecting
chicks

How?
Feeding leads to over population
& food scraps in the water
which cause:
Pollution of water by feces,
food and land runoff
 Excessive algae growth
leading to decreased
oxygen levels, foul smelling,
green and cloudy water
 Toxicity to fish and other
animals living in the water
 Shoreline erosion


Impact on MS4 Program
Pollution of water by feces,
food and land runoff is an
Illicit Discharge under the
City MS4 permit
 New MS4 permit going into
effect in 2020 has a strong
focus on Illicit Discharge
Detection & Elimination
 City MS4 program is likely to
be audited in 2020


No Snacks for Anything That Quacks!

ARTICLE VII. FEEDING OF WATERFOWL
Sec. 4-80. Feeding of waterfowl and gulls prohibited.
No person shall feed, provide or give any food or other edible item to any goose, duck, swan or
other waterfowl or any gull within any park within the City or within any City-owned or City
controlled property, including, without limitation, hand feeding or the placing or setting out of
food to be left attended or unattended. Violation of this section shall subject a person to a fine
of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first offense; one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a second offense;
and two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for each violation thereafter.
Sec. 18-11. Enforcement.
This Article shall be enforced by the Police Chief or his/her designee, for whom the Parks and
Recreation Department shall provide investigative and enforcement assistance. Nothing in this
ordinance shall prevent the enforcement agent from obtaining voluntary compliance by way of
warning, notice or education.

CITY OF WESTBROOK, MAINE
2 York Street, Westbrook, ME 04092

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Requests are due to the City Clerk two Fridays prior to a Council meeting. If expenditure/acceptance of funds is involved, Finance
Department approval is required prior to submission.

PROPOSED TITLE: Workshop Discussion - Limited Gas Station Ordinance in the City Center District
REQUESTED BY:

Jennie Franceschi

DATE:

06/28/2019

SUMMARY:

See Attached Memo

BUDGET LINES AFFECTED (IF APPLICABLE):

NONE

City of Westbrook
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & CODE ENFORCEMENT
2 York Street

Westbrook, Maine 04092

(207) 854-0638

Fax: 1-866-559-0642

MEMO
DATE:

June 28, 2019

TO:
Mayor, City Council
FROM: Jennie P. Franceschi, City Planner & Rebecca Spitella, Asst. Planner
Cc:
City Administrator, City Clerk, City Solicitor
RE:

Request for Council feedback on initiating a Limited Gas Station ordinance in the CCD

Staff Comments:
Currently in the City Center District, Gas Stations are not permitted uses in the zone. We call these uses
in our land use ordinance Retail Class 4. We have 4 operating gas stations in this district at this time as
non-conforming uses.
Consequently, the current gas stations are unable to update and expand their operations as you cannot
expand a non-conforming use. This results in current structures remaining in a dated state as the property
owners are not looking to make major investments in the limited window of development that they
currently operate on their lot. Some gas stations would like to purchase adjacent parcels to improve their
sites but shifting or relocating the gas station would not be permitted as nonconformance limits them to
the existing footprint of their operations.
Looking at the potential for reinvestment in the downtown, Staff would like to have a conversation with
the City Council to see if the Council would be interested in having the Planning Board come up with a
limited gas station allowance in the City Center District. What this means would be that we would
recommend that we issue specific permits to each gas station use and only issue 4 total permits, which is
the number of active stations we currently have in the district. This would avoid what I have heard was
the concern years ago with the feeling that there were too many gas stations in the downtown area. This
number could vary over the years depending on how things develop, or the location could vary if a permit
was available and a new station wanted to open. These are all variables that we could discuss during the
process, along with building standards, to ensure that we are developing in a standard consistent with our
downtown vision.
Therefore, once the Council has had an opportunity to discuss this matter, if a referral to the Planning
Board was made to create the ordinance language, staff would move forward with that initiative. If the
Council did not find this was an interest that they could support, staff would halt any further action on this
matter.
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